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thorough knowledge of fiction, and are written in a pleasing 
style. 

It is through the great authors in fiction, the writer points out, 
that we get an insight into the law and lawyers of the past. 
Dickens wrote in a time when the laws of England were still 
antiquated. In the Pickwick Papers we get a good idea of 
Dicken's experience with the law. The author gives us valuable 
information how these laws have been changed under modern 
legislation and decisions. 

Scott and Balzac were lawyers, and their books are rich in legal 
information. Coke lived in the Elizabethan Age, and stands out 
pre-eminently among the brilliant men of that age as a lawyer 
and a judge. The author shows that much of the modern criti- 
cism of Coke is entirely unjust. 

But of all great books the one that is a constant source of legal 
information is the Bible. The author directs our attention to the 
great influence it has had on English law. 

A. J. H. 



The Federal Income Tax Law. Annotated. By Henry Crofut 
White, A.M., LL.B., of the New York Bar. The Banks Law 
Publishing Company. 1913. 332 pages. 

This work deals with the Income Tax Law in a way that will 
be appreciated by the layman, student and practicing lawyer. It 
commends itself to the business man in that it is brief and to the 
point, thereby enabling him to find the object of his investigation 
with the least effort. To the student and attorney the annota- 
tions, complete constitutional and historical references, with digest 
of authorities will be of great value as they are compiled with 
care and arranged so as to render the most assistance. 

Primarily this volume seems to have been intended for the prac- 
tical man. It is divided into five sections which are arranged in 
what might be termed chronological order. 

The first section or chapter deals with the historical side of the 
subject in outline form, commencing with a brief description of 
the income taxes imposed by mediaeval towns and ending with the 
present act. One may see at a glance how the statute developed 
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and what were the important periods therein without having his 
mind burdened with a lot of immaterial and impractical discussion 
of the various steps. Often when a subject is portrayed from 
an historical viewpoint one loses the trend of the development 
in the mass of facts surrounding the same. Not so with this 
book. 

Chapter II discusses the constitutionality of the statute, pre- 
senting the law obtained from various decisions arranged in read- 
able sentences. 

In Chapter III appear the rules governing the construction on 
statutes of this nature, which after being set forth in clear and 
concise form, are applied to the various Income Acts dating from 
1861-1871 inclusive, thereby illustrating in an instructive manner 
the application of the afore-mentioned rules. There follows a 
short discussion of the probable construction of the Statute of 
1913. 

The most important feature of the work is Chapter IV, set- 
ting forth the provisions of the Income Tax Law, which are 
arranged near the top of each page. Underneath the text appear 
many annotations, citations and references which materially aid 
one in his endeavor to obtain some light on the problems raised by 
the statute. Of the many references of value in this chapter are 
the definitions of the important words constituting the statute, so 
arranged that one may read the act and at the same time glance 
down the page and see how the words have been judicially defined 
and construed. By means of this arrangement one cannot help 
but make a careful and beneficial study of the text of the law. 
The annotations are especially enlightening and useful in the 
section where exemptions and deductions are discussed. The fact 
that the text of the act is printed near the front of the book invites 
ready reference. 

Following the Income Tax Law comes Chapter V, setting forth 
certain sections of the Revised Statutes, relating to the Income 
Tax and its collection. These sections are supplemented by 
notes and decisions. 

In the appendix appear the previous Federal Income Tax 
Laws; also tables, dates, limitations and penalties compiled from 
the Act of 1913. 
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One feature of this work which should be emphasized is the 
index, the most exhaustive and complete the reviewer has yet 
encountered in dealing with publications of this character. Most 
of the other works have neglected this important searchlight on 
the darkness of knowledge. With this book there is distributed 
a pamphlet containing the regulations of the Treasury Depart- 
ment pertaining to the Income Tax Law. 



